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The MINISTERS of the BENOMINATION of PAR. 
TICULAR BAPTISTS, aſſembled in ASSOCIA- 
TION at HEBDEN-BRIDGE; near HALIFAX, 
the Eleventh and Twelfth of June, 1794, ſend 
CHRISTIAN SALUTATION to the fever! 


CHURCHES they repreſent, 


MEETING AT 
Gulderſome, Hebden- Bridge, d Preſton, 
Leeds, Rochdule, Calne, | 
Rawden, d Bacup, . S Barnoldſwick, 
Halifax, Claugh-Fold, & GCowling- Hill; 
Salendine Nook, C Achrington, Sutton, 
Il ainſgate, g Blackburn, $ Elland, 


Mancheſter, and Maſbro.” 
* | U 
DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, 


S it behoves us whom you have choſen to be miniſters over you 


The NATURE an ANPORTANCE of 
cx. F 
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in the Lord; to labour by all probable means, to promote your 


ſpiritual welfare and edification, we have, for ſome years back, 
thought it our duty, to addreſs you in a printed letter, on fome 
important ſabjett, relating to the great and precious truths you believe; 
the experience of the work of upon your ſouls; or that holineſs of 
life and converſation by which you may adorn the doftrine of God our 
Saviour, Purſuant to what was propoſed at our laſt annual meeting, 
we now lay before you, a few plain hints on the nature and importance 
of evangelical repentance. Without farther preface, we beg your ſerj- 
ous and candid attention to the following remarks, on this very inte- 
reſting and weighty ſubject. | | 
Repentance ſuppoſeth fin committed againſt God. Where there is 
no fin, there is no place for repentance, nor can there be any need of 
it. Were men righteous, innocent and holy, it would be improper to 
call them to repentance. Whatever is intended by this term, it be- 
longs only to thoſe who have been defective in point of conformity to 
the holy law of God, or who have ated contrary to its ſacred injune- 
tions, Could any individual of the human race be found, who, in 
every period of his life, had loved the Lord his God with all his heart, 
with all his mind, and with all his ſtrength, and his neighbour as him- 


elf, that man would have no need to concern himſelf about * 
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Of what ſhould he repent whoſe heart and life have always been 7 
featly right? It is fin, and fin only that makes repentance neceſſan. 


And ſince among all the deſcendants of Adam, there is none rightegy, — 
no not one: ſince all have finned and come ſhort of the glory of Gad Ment 
repentance is neceſſary for all; ſo neceſſary, that without it, they myg Met to 
- Inevitably periſh.” - they C 
We do not conſider repentance as that which it is in the power of Thus 
apoſtate man to produce in himſelf. We conſider it, and are perſuades, Mac) uf 


that you, brethren, conſider it in the ſame light, as the gift of God, 1 
is he that made our fouls who only can renzw them again to repentance, 
When he grants this precious and ſaving gift, whether to Jeu or Gen. 
tiles, it is an inſtance of his powerful, as well as of his free grace, It 
not beſtowed on account of any previous inclination, will or deed in himon 
whom it is conferred. It is by the grace of God that he is what he is, a8: 
repenting and pardoned ſinner. Without that grace, he would hare 
continued in his hardneſs, his pride, and his enmity to God. It is the 
ſinner himſelf that repents ; but it is the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chai 
which gives him a power and a heart to do it. By this grace, the ſtoney 
heart is taken away, and an heart of fleſh given, according to tk 
divine promiſe. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 

Conſequentiy, we conſider repentance, not as a proper condition re. 
quired to be performed by men, in order to the enjoyment of ſalvation; 
but we conſider it as a part of ſalvation itſelf ; and ſuch a part of it as 
enſures the poſſeſſion of the whole. To bring a ſinner to repentance, 
Is, in part,. to fave him from his ſins; from ignorance and blindneſs; 
from hardneſs and ſtupidity; from the power of ſin, and the tyranny of 
Satan, by whom he had been taken captive. 

Repentance, as it is needful for all, and ſhould be preached to every 
creature, ſo it is beſtowed on ſinners of all ranks and degrees. To the 
young and the aged, the high and the low, the rich and the poor, the 
learned and the unlearned, God hath granted, in inſtances which can- 
not be numbered, repentance unto life. There is no one ſo far from 
God, but his power can bring him nigh ; no caſe ſo deſperate but the 
grace of the goſpel can reach it. Oar Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his Apol- 
tles in their miniſtrations, called finners of every kind to repentance. 


For the general expedicnt by which men are brought to repentanee, C0 
is, the preaching of the goſpel. Miniſters mult teſtify repentance to- c 
wards God, and faith towards our Lord jeſus Chriſt; in ſo doing, they th 
axe, as inſtruments in the hands of the Almighty, to turn men from in 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God ; that they tr 
may receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and inheritance among them which are ic 


ſanRified by faith in Jeſus. The author of the meſſage they have to a 
deliver, can make his word as a fire, and as a hammer to break the rock n 
in pieces. ; V 

Without pretending to advance any thing new on the ſubject recom- b 
mended to our conſideration, we will endeavour, dear brethren, to lay * 


beſore you, in a plain and familiar way, the nature and importance of b 
Repentance in general is a change of the mind from evil to good, . 


with a correſpondent change of conduct. This, we think, is the 
meaning of the term, as it is uſed in the new teſtament, N 
| | om 
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Some imagine, that a degree of devotional humiliation before a man 

-1ves this world, is all that is intended by repentance. After a life 
pent in ignorance, impiety and profanenels, they ſuppoſe, all will be 
et to rights between their offended maker and themſelves, by what. 
they can eaſily do, when they come to apprehend that death is near, 
Thus they preſume to go on in fin, quieting their conſciences with the 
ieluſive hope of making their peace with God, by a death- bed repen- 
ance. This appears to us, not only to imply a miſtaken conception of 
he nature of repentance, but to be one of thoſe dangerous ſnares of the 
Devil, by which unwary ſouls are taken captive by him at his will, and 
ed blindfold to certain deſtruction. 
Others imagine, that repentance conſiſts only in reformation of life. 
his is a partial and an erroneous view of the ſubjeR. Ir is true; 
without reformation of life, there can be no proof of a man's repentance 
being ſincere. But the life may be much reformed, where the heart is 
not renewed by the power of ſaving grace.-We apprehend, that re- 
pentance conſiſts, | 

1. In achange of mind reſpecting ſin Sin is the tranſgreſſion of that holy 
law of God, which he has given to men as the rule of their conduct. It 
is this law which ſhews us what is right, and what is wrong; which re- 
quires of us entire ſubjection to our maker's will; and which forbids, 
xpoſes and condemns every thing of a contrary nature, He therefore 
vho underſtands the tree nature of fin, muſt be acquainted with the ex- 
tent and purity of that law, of which it is a violation, and againſt 
/hich it iscommitted. The apoſtle Paus tells us, he had not known 
ſin but by the law; for by the law is the knowledge of fin. But one 
part of the miſery of impenitent ſinners lies, in their having no proper 
conceptions of that divine rule. As they are ignorant of God's righteouſ- 
neſs and holineſs, they are equally ſo reſpecting the purity and ſpiritu- 
ality of his law. 

But in repentance, the mind, in this behalf, is turned from darkneſs 
to light. By the teachings of the bleſſed Spirit of God, the extent of 
the law is diſcerned, as that it reaches, not only to the outward actions 
of life, but to the thoughts, motions and intentions of the heart ; and 
condemns every evil thought and inclination. Then the commandment 
comes home to the conſcience with convincing light and power, ſo that 
the penitent diſcovers a thouſand things to be ſinful in the fight of God, 
In which before he thought there was no kind of harm. His multiplied 
tranſgreſſions in heart and life ſtart up to view ; fin revives in his con- 
ſcience, In all its hideous forms, with dreadful accuſations of guilt, and 
a ſenſe of his obnoxiouſneſs to the divine wrath. The law of God is 
now beheld in its true nature, as holy, juſt and good. The ſinner's 
views of it are quite changed. He ſees that its requiſitions are equita- 
ble and reaſonable, when it calls upon him to love the Lord his God 
with all his heart, with all his mind, and with all his ſtrength ; and to 
love his neighbour as himſelf. 

Hence ariſes a conviction of the real evil there is in fin ; that the juſt 
wages of it is death; that the worſt of puniſhments is due to the ſinner, 
tor his multiplied tranſgreſſions ; and that there would be no unrighte- 


vuineſs in God, ſhould he execute the awful ſentence of his law apo 
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him. Thus fin, by the commandment becomes, or appears exceeli 
finful, extremely odious, deteſtably unreafonable, and dreadfulh 5 
jurious. The finner's conſcience is arreſted with ſome ſuch words: 
thoſe addreſſed to the ancient Jet, © Know thou and ſee, that it is; 
evil thing and bitter, that thou haſt forfaken the Lord thy God, and thy 
my fear is not in thee, faith the Lord God of Hoſts.” The perten; 
convinced, that the Almighty has a juſt claim to his love and obedience 
reſulting from his own authority, and his own infinite Excellency ; 
well as from the unnumbered benefits conferred on him, through ü 
whole courſe of his life. He is convinced, that the ſervice which G 
requires is reaſonable, that his ways are pleaſantneſs, and that his { 
jects are truly happy. 
Hence the penitent forms a proper eſtimate of the nature of fin, 
That there 1s 1n it injuſtice, ingratitude and rebellion ; that it impl 
contempt of God, enmity againſt him, and oppoſition to his throne, 1 
his government, and even to his very exiſtence. If a child offer an i; 
ſult to his earthly parent, his conduct is much more baſe than if he ha 
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| the more unnatural, the more hatctul is the ingratitude of the child. 
| It the offence is committed without provocation; if it is committt! 
againſt innumerable inſtances of kindneſs, the guilt of it is attend 
with greater aggravations. But if the outrage 1s offered to a Sovereig 
| a rightful, wile, good and merciful ſovereign, the guilt of the offend: 
| is {till of a higher nature. Carry this train of reaſoning forward, 
| Apply it to offences, to millions and millions of provocations, con 
mitted by dependent creatures, againfl their right{ul owner, their ſu 
preme Lord, the authoy of their exiſtence, the beſtower of all the good 
things they have enjoyed; who is a God of infinite purity, of unbound 
ed wiſdom, and uncqualled goodneſs, and you will be utterly at a loſs 
to determine, how atrocious ſuch offences are, or what puniſhment ſuch 
b criminals deſerve. In ſuch a light, the penitent ſinner views his tranſ- 
| greſſions. © Againſt thee, thee only have I ſinned, and done this evil in 

108 thy fight. To thee the affront is given; thou, O God, art the p 
wronged by my perſidious conduct. It is thy truth which I have M:? 
nied ; thy government which I have deſpiſed ; thy command which Ik is | 
have diſobeyed z and thy threatenings which I have diſregarded ; it fo 
thy name which I have diſhonoureed; it is with thee that I have dealt 
deceitfully and difingenuoully all my life long.“ | the 
The particular aggravations of fin are recollected by the penitent.—> Wes 
Thus he makes his humble acknowledgments before his Maker and his pu 
Judge. I have ſinned long; many years have I rebelled againſt thee. 
| I have ſinned deliberately, and with the full conſent of all the powers 
which thou haſt given me. I have broken through the ſtrongeſt ries, Por 
and repeatedly violated my own purpoſes and reſolutions. I have fin» Per 
ned againſt the cleareſt conviction, againſt light and knowledge. I have 
| finned againſt mercies, and againſt judgments ; againſt the warnings 
and reprooſs of men, and againſt the chaſtiſements of an angry God, I 
have drawn others into fin along with myſelf, and been the inſtrument 
bh of leading .niany into the ways of perdition. Perhaps ſome of my un- 
U happy aſſociates have already periſhed through my ſeduction. O what 
have I done!“ : oy 
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his ſenſe of fin is not ſuperficial. It is deep; it affeQs the heart, 
ains the mind. The burden of fin loads the conſcience, and op- 
ges the ſoul. It makes the ſinner cry out with great energy, © Woe 
e, lama man of unclean lips, and of impure hands! Mine iniquity 
one over my head, as a heayy burden, it is too heavy for me to 
ar,” The language of the true penitent 1s given us by the prophet 
yemiab, chap. xxxi, 19: Surely after that I was turned, I repented ; 
> after that I was inſtructed, I ſmote upon my thigh : I was aſhamed, 
even confounded, betauſe I did bear the reproach of my youth. 
This view of fin is not tranfient ; but abiding. It is not like that of 
40, who, while ſome heavy judgment lay upon him, was conſci- 
of the evil he had done, and repeatedly acknowledged that he had 
2d. But when the calamity was removed, his former hardneſs of 
rt returned. It is not like that of Aab. who, for a ſhort time, 
nbled himſelf beſore God. Simon Magus had a tranſient fight of his 
and made confeſſion of it; yet he ſorrowed not to repentance. But 
h the true penitent, a ſenſe of the evil of fin is abiding His fin is 
r before him; for his mind and heart are now effectually changed 
h reſpe& to it. It is not with him as with many, whom God has 
ted with bodily afliftion, and who are apprehenſive that their end 
ear. They ſeem tor the time, much alarmed, and deeply conſcious 
he evil they have done. But no ſooner are their fears of approaching 
th removed, and their health reſtored, than they return with the dog 
is vomit again, and with the ſow that was waſhed to her wallowing 
he mire. 
arther. This change of mind reſpecting fin, puts the penitent ſin. 
on earneſt inquiries after deliverance from it. His conſcience is 
v awake to a ſenſe of his danger. Like the hearers of Peter on the 
y of Pentecoſt, he is pricked to the heart, and with all the eagerneſs 
a man deeply apprehenſive of his being in a miſerable and periſhing 
ndition, he exclaims, “ Men and brethren, what ſhall I do?“ Or 
ith the Philippian jailor, “ Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved ? Is there 
y relief, any way of eſcape, any hope of mercy for fuch a one as I 
1? What courſe inall I take? To whom ſhall I fly?“ In this diſtreſs, 
is led to the divine throne. Behold, he prayeth ; not with unmean- 
p formality ; but with the energy of ſinking Peter, Lord ſave or I pe 
His very breath is now the breath of prayer. In the houſe, and 
the way, at home and abroad, his ſoul aſcends to God, with earneſt 
es for pardon and ſalvation. In his retired moments, and in the acts 
public devotion, he comes before God, not with the language of the 
ariſee, God I thank thee, that I am not as other men are—l faſt I 
y tythes—l give alms ; but with the ſelf- convicted publican, he ſmites 
don his breaſt, and cries, God be merciful to me, a finner ! Or, like 
e royal penitent of old, Have mercy upon me, O God, according to 
y loving-kindneſs : according to the multitude of thy tender mercies, 
ot out my tranſgreſſions. O waſh me thoroughly from mine iniquity, 
d cleanſe me from my fin. The Lord has ſaid, that finners ſhall re- 
m to him with weeping, and be led with ſupplication. When the 
ddigal came to himſelf, i. e. when his mind was changed, and he be- 
© a true penitent, you recollect, Brethren, to what concluſion” he 
e, and what was the courſe on which he reſolved; 1 will ariſe, and 
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o to my father, and will ſay unto him, father, I have ſinned againg 
— and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy ſon.— 
Confeſſion of fin is the Penitent's proper language. His full heart gits 
vent to itſelf this way. He cannot, he will not hide his fin before hi, 
maker. He acknowledges it freely, fully, and without reſerve, He 
accuſes and condemns himſelf, and freely owns his deſerts. While ] 
kept ſilence, ſays the pſalmiſt, my bones. waxed old, through my boar 
ing all the day. I acknowledged my fin unto thee, and mine iniquity 
have I not hid. | | 
This ſenſe of fin covers a man with ſhame and confuſion of fac; 
Self-approbation is now turned into ſelt-loathing. Self-admiratjon iny 
ſelf-abhorrence. The language of Fob is now adopted, as moſt ſuitah 
to the ſinner's caſe, Behold, 1 am vile! I abhor myſelf, and repent it 
duſt and aſhes. Thus the prediction relative to the operations of grace 
on the hearts of ſinners, is accompliſhed, Then ſhall ye remember your 
own evil ways, and your doings that were not good, and ſhall loath 
yourſelves in your own fight, for your iniquitics, and for your abomi. 
nations. Thus penitent Ephraim was aſhamed and confounded becauſe 
he did hear the reproach of his youth. And Paul reminds the converts 
of Rome, that they were now aſhamed of thoſe things which they had 
formerly practiſed. What fruit had ye then in thoſe things whereof ye 
are now aſhamed ? Thus brethren, we apprehend, repentance to be a 
change of mind reſpecting fin. And in giving you theſe hints, we are 


perſuaded, that we do but put you in remembrance of what you your. 


ſelves have known by experience. For we truſt, that God has granted 
unto you, repentance unto lite, 

2. Repentance conſiſts in genuine ſorrow for fin, connected with 
faith in the divine Redeemer, and hope of mercy through him. With- 
out ſome meaſure of faith and hope, we apprehend, the heart of a fin- 
ner is never truly humbled. The general inducement to repentance 
urged by Chriſt and his apoſtles, was, The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand ; repent and believe the goſpel, q. d. the Prince of life, the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords, is now making his appearance, to put away 
fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf; to eſtabliſh his kingdom of grace among 
men; to grant pardon and remiſſion of fins, to thoſe who have rebelled 
againſt him, but are brought to repentance ; to beſtow royal favours up- 
on them; and to give eternal life and ſalvation to them. Hope of di- 
vine mercy ſoftens the heart, ſubdues the ſtubborn ſoul, and ſerves to 
break the chains of ſin, and bonds of iniquity, by which we are held in 
our impenitent ſtate, 26 

If our repentance ariſe merely from an apprehenſion of our being ina 
Joſt condition, it is commonly called legal repentance. If it ariſe from 
views of the mercy and grace of God revealed in the goſpel, it is called 
evangelical repentance. Perhaps moſt converts begin with the firſt of 
theſe, and proceed to the laſt. Yet we cannot ſuppoſe a man to be in a 
ſate ſtate, whoſe repentance is merely legal; who is a total ſtranger to 
the faith and hope of the goſpel. Judas is ſaid to have repented, but 
he was ſo far from having any hope of pardon, that, in deep and black 
deſpair, he put a period to his own exiſtence. We ſee no appearance 
of true penitence in Cain. Full of horror and diſtraction, he cried out, 
My puniſhment is greater than I can bear; and he fled from ry 
| | | ence 
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ace of the Lord. Deſpair drives a man from his maker; but repen- 
cance brings him near. The terrors of God may fill the conſcience 
with dread, but his lovingkindneſs draws the repenting ſinner to him- 
ait. I have loved thee with an everlaſting love, theretore with loving- 


* 
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IF. d in that remarkable portion of God's word, Zech. xii. 10. I will 
pour upon the houſe of David, and upon the inhabitants of Feruſalem, 


whom they have pierced, and they ſhall mourn for him, as one mour- 


neth for his only ſon, and ſhall be in bitterneſs for him, as one that is in 
\itterneſs ſor his firſt born. Our fins were the cauſe of the Redeemer's * 
Jeath, They were the grief of his ſoul. He was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities. And they whoſe repen- 


ance is truly evangelical, look upon Chriſt as pierced for their ſakes, 
ind dying for their offences; The effect of this look is mourning. For 


in true repentance there is genuine ſorrow for ſin. Grief of heart for 


fin itſelf. Thus ſays the pſalmiſt;“ I will be ſorry for my fin ; for the 
fin which I have committed againſt a God of infinite mercy and good- 
neſs ; for the fin which has provoked him, which has vexed his holy 
ſpirit, and grieved him at his heart.” ; 

The penitent mourns for fin in its root as well as its branches. For 
the impurity of his nature, as well as the iniquities of his life. The lan- 
guage of a repenting [inner is, * Behold, I was ſhapen in iniquity, and 


wicked, When I would do good, evil is preſent with me. O wretched 
man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death ? 
Surely, there never exiſted on the face of the earth, ſo vile, fo polluted 
a wretch as I am. I am more brutiſh than any man, and have not the 
underitanding of a man. And is there ſtill mercy for one ſo unworthy, 
ſo linful? It is aſtoniſhing beyond meaſure, The hope of it over- 
whelms, at the {ame time that it relieves my ſoul.” | 

This ſorrow for fin of which we ſpeak, is fincere and hearty. The 
heart is {aid to be broken. The man is of a contrite ſpirit, and trem- 
bles at the divine word. He ſinks into deep humiliation before God. 
He owns himſelf the chief of ſinners, and leſs than the leaſt of all God's 
mercies. He is delivered from the power of that pride of heart which 
once had dominion over him, and is now of a humble ſpirit with the 
lowly. 3 

This ſorrow which conſtitutes the very eſſence of true repentance, is 
excited by a believing diſcovery of the ſufferings and death of Jeſus 
Chriſt for our ſins. In his ſufferings and death, the malignity of 
fin is diſcovered. We ſec here, how provoking our offences muſt have 
been to the Moſt High. To expiate our horrid crimes, the ſon of God 
clothed himſelf in mortal fleſh, ſubmitted to the deepeſt poverty, was 
expoled to ſhame and reproach, agonized in the garden, ſtood ſpeech- 
leſs and condemned at Pilate's bar, was nailed to the ignominious croſs, 
and there expired, 

* Alas!” ſays the penitent ſinner, © the ſorrows of the ſpotleſs Lamb of 
God, were occaſioned by my crimes, and endured for my ſake. For 


me he was bathed in his own blood; he was delivered into the hands 
| Ot 


e lindneſs have I drawn thee. Evangelical repentance is clearly deſcrib. 


the ſpirit of grace and of ſupplications, and they ſhall look upon me 


in ſin did my mother conceive me. I am throughout as an unclean thing. 
My very heart is vile, deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
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tranſgreſſions; Shall I not ſhed tears of penitence for my fins, When! 
ſee Jeſus ſhedding his precious blood to waſh them away! Glorious (uf, 
ferer ! ſhall I be more ſparing of my tears, than thou waſt of thy blood!“ 

The love of Jeſus, manifeſted in his death, ſerves to melt the hear: 
into true repentance. ' He loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his 
own blood. O melting coniideration ! while we look to his croſs, and 
contemplate the love of him who hung upon it, our godly forrow may 
well be excited, and the tears of penitence freely flow. 

The conſideration of the benehts which we derive from the Redee. 


mei's death; will, through grace, promote the happy temper of mind 
we are deſcribing. ' When oppreſſed with a ſenſe of the greatneſs and 5 
grievouſneſs of our ſins, we are enabled, by faith, to behold the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the ſin of the world, and encouraged to hope P 
for full ſalvation through him, our mourning for ſin cannot be excited al 
by the dread of puniſhment, but muſt flow from an evangelical ſpring, * 
A view of pardoning mercy is molt effectual to ſoften, and diſſolve the n 
heart into godly contrition. This induced the penitent Mary to weep 1 
at the Redeemer's feet, to waſh them with her tears, and to wipe them f 
with the hairs of her head. She had much forgiven, ſhe loved much; 2 
and mourned much. This was not the ſorrow of deſpair, like that of | 
Judas; but a ſorrow mixed with faith and hope. The view of relief c 
and hope of mercy, have a kindly influence on the mind, to open the t 
ſprings of godly ſorrow. 
3. In true repentance a man gives up all confidence in his own right- 


eouſneſs. His mind is changed reſpeQing this. He becomes dead to | 
the law, as a covenant of works. What things were gain to him, thole 
he counts loſs for Chriſt. His mouth is for ever ſtopped from making 
mention of his own righteouſneſs, as the ground of his acceptance with 
God. The divine Redeemer is now all his truſt. Whatever he isto 
others, he is precious to the penitent foul, Such a one has no hope of 
peace with God, of juſtification before him, or of final happineſs, but 
through Jeſus Chriſt. - If the repenting ſinner has ſuch views of himſelf 
and of his depravity and guiltineſs in the fight of his offended Maker, 
as have been before repreſented, he mult be very far from going about 
to eltabliſh any rightcouſneſs of his own, as the foundation of his 
acceptance. 55 | 

4. Repentance iſſues in a turning from fin to holineſs in the life and 
converſation. It cannot be proved to be ſincere without this. There 
W . are fruits meet for repentance. If theſe are wanting, in vain do we 
profels to be the ſubjects of it. The repenting ſinner forſakes that for 
which he grieves. Saul wept, Ahab chaſtened himſelf, F:1ix trembled, 
| Judas repented, but none of them, ſo far as we know, brought forth 
| fruits meet for repentance, * 
s A» h , . . 9 
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As the true penitent confeſſes his fin to God with freedom and open- 
neſs, lo he forlakes it in practice. And whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh 
ave mercy. 

_ * not to judge of tne efficacy of our repentance, by ſuch 
variable and uncertain tokens, as proceed more from the conſtitution of 
the body, than the diſpoſition of the mind ; or more from ſudden paſ- 
Gons and violent emotions, than from a fixed temper. Tears are often 
ſhed, where there is little ſorrow, and the deepeſt ſorrow is ſometimes 
experienced without any tears, He that feels no forrow for ſin, has 
reaſon to doubt of the fincerity of his repentance ; ſince he ſeems not to 
be truly ſenſible of the real evil there is in fin ; but the higheſt degree 
of ſorrow will not be a full proof of penitence, if the ſettled diſpoſition 
of the mind be not changed, and it truits meet for repentance be not 
brought forth in the like ang converſation. No degree ot inward terrors 
of conſcience, no pompous ſolemnities of external devotion, can be ſub- 
ſtituted in the room of a practical conformity to the will of God, as 
evidential of repentance. 

The newneſs of life connected with repentance includes, the forbea- 
rance of thoſe crimes, of which we have tormerly been guilty ; and the 
practice of thoſe duties which we have hitherto neglected, 

Reparation ſhould likewiſe be made, as far as our circumſtances will 
allow, to thoſe whom we have injured in the days of our impenitence.— 
We ſhould ule our belt endeavours to undeceive any whom we have for- 
merly ſeduced, or miſled, If we have deprived any man of his right, 
we mult take the firſt opportunity of reſtoring it to him. If we have 
injured any one's reputation, or aſperſed his character, we ought, re- 
gardleſs of the ſhame and reproach to which we may be expoſed, to take 
proper meaſures for counteracting the miſchief we have done by our 
calumnies. Nothing ſhould be omitted which can be done, to obviate 
the ill conſequences of our palt miicondut. Can we think that man's 
profeſſion ot repentance to be ſincere, who with-holds what he has torn 
away from the lawful poſſeſſor, by fraud, injuſtice, or extortion ? Will 
his pretended zeal for religion, and his ſhew of. rapturous devotion, 
alter the great and invariable rules of reaſon and of juſtice ; or give 
him a right to keep, what he had no right to take away ? Surely no. 
We ſee how repentance wrought in Zacheus, Luke xix. 8. Behold, Lord, 
the half of my goods 1 give to the poor: and it I have taken away any 
thing from any man, by oppreſhve claims, injurious charges, or falle 
accuſations, I reſtore him four-fold. This is the way in which the 
grace of the goſpel operates upon the heart of a true penitent. 

Whatever have been the means of awakening us from the lethargy of 
fin, if our repentance be fincere, the temper of our minds will be chang- 
ed, and our hearts will be found in God's ſtatutes. We ſhall be able to ſay 
with the pſalmiſt, Leſteem all thy precepts concerning all things ta be right, 
and I hate every falſe way, We ſhall abhor. that which is evil, and be- 
cauſe it is ſo, We ſhall hate it with a perfect hatred, as Haman hated 
the Jenes, when nothing would ſatisfy him but their total deſtruction.— 
It will be the buſineſs of our lives to deny ourſelves, and take up our 
croſs, and follow Jeſus, We ſhall mortify the deeds ot the body, thro? 
the powerful aid of the divine Spirit ; we ſhall crucify the fleſh with its 
afteions and luſtz; we ſhall ſtrive againſt ſin, and watch and pray that 
we 
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we enter not into temptation. Our hearts will be inclined to God! 
teſtimonies, from a love to his name, a reſpect to his authority, and >. 
eye to his glory; that the name of God and his doctrine be not blaſ. 
phemed through any inſtance of miſconduct in us. We ſhall bo 
habitually concerned, that God, in all things, may be glorified dy us; 
and that we may adorn his doctrine, by bringing forth much fruit. All 
this is exemplified in the caſe of the royal penitent. I thought on m 

ways, and turned my feet to thy teſtimonies; I made haſte and delayed 
not to keep thy commandments. 


. ne 


him. I: includes an entire renunciation of all confidence in the fleſh, 
and a locking for acceptance with God through the righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt alone And it 1flues in a turning from fin to holineſs in the life 
and converſation. 

We ſhall conclude our addreſs to you, brethren, by reminding you of 
the very great importance of this repentance. | | x 

And that ſurely muit be of great importance, which the moſt eminent 
miniſters that ever exiſted, have conſtantly urged, and intiſted on, as 
the peculiar meſlage they were commiſſioned from God to deliver to 
finful men. The harbinger of the divine Saviour, was a preacher of 
repentance; and required thoſe who came to be baptized of him, to 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance. Jeſus Chriſt himſelf came with 
this meſiage from above, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
As he ſaves his people, not in but from their fins, his language was, 
Except ye repent ye ſhall all periſh. He tells us, he came not to call 
the righteous, but ſinners to repentance. He commiſſioned his twelve 
apoſtles to preach the ſame doctrine which he delivered himſelf. Obe— 
dient to their divine maſter's charge, they went out, and preached, 
that men ſhould repent. After the reſurrection of Chriſt, they had 
their commiſſion renewed ; but it was itil] to the ſame effect, That re- 
pentance and remiſſion of tins ſhould be preached inthe name of Jeſus, 
among all nations, beginning at Jeruſalem. 

Aſter the aſcenſion of Jeſus, when the apoſtles were fully endued with 
power from on high, they ſet about their great work in this manner, un- 
der the inſpiration of the holy Spirit, Repent and be baptized every one 
of yau, in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of fins. Repent 
ve, zherefore, and be converted, that vour {ins may be blotted out. To 
ſuch as were known to be in the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity, 
their meſſage was, Kepent, and pray. They declared, that though God 
had winked at, or overlooked the ignorance of former times, he now 
commanded all men, every where to repent ; becauſe he hath appoint- 
ed a day in which he will judge the world in righteouſneſs, by that man 
whom he hath ordaincd. 

The apoſtle Paul was ſent to the Gentiles, to open their eyes, and to 
turn them from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan to God. 
In the teſtimony which he bore before king Agrippa, he declared, that 
he was not diſobedient tothe heavenly vifion ; but ſhewed firſt to them at 
Damaſcus, and at Feruſalen, and throvghout all the coaſts of Juan, 

an 
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od then to the Gœabiles, that they ſhould repent and turn to God, and 
do works meet for repentance. He who knows the hearts of men, and 
what methods are molt proper to bring ſinners to himſelf, has thus or- 
dained the preaching of repentance for that end. To give ſucceſs to the 
word, and produce the change intended, is his own work. The means 
he has appointed, in hls infinite wiſdom, muſt conſtantly be uſed, 
and the cvent left to him. But of what importance muſt that repent- 
ance be, which every miniſter of God is thus commiſhoned to preach to 
his fellow-Hnners! 

That mult be of great importance without which there is no remiſſion 
ef fins. The God of grace and mercy has never promiſed pardon to an 
impenitent ſinner; nor have we any inſtance in the divine word, of for- 
gireneſs of fins without repentance. The voice of mercy to guilty men 
is, Repent, that your ſins may be blotted out. Let the wicked forſake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, let him return to the Lord, 
and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will abundant- 
Iy pardon, Wherever Chriſt, the exalted Prince ana Saviour gives re- 
pentance, e alto gives the unequalled bleſſing of forgiveneſs of ſins. 

t repentance be a thorough change of the mind from ſin to holineſs, 
attended with a correſponding change of the life and converſation, it 
muſt be abſolutely neceflary to final happineſs in heaven. For without 
holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. It would be contrary tothe wiſdom, 
tothe purity, to the truth, and even to the grace and mercy, of the moſt 
high, to bring an impenitent ſinner to heaven, It would be contrary to 
his divine purpoſe of ſalvation ; for thai is, thrgugh ſanctification of the 
ſpirit, unto obedience, and ſprinkling of the blõod of Jeſus Chriſt, God 
has choſen us in him, that we ſhauld be holy. It would be contrary to 
his conſtant procedure. His conſtant procedure 1s, to grant repen- 
tance unto life, to all thoſe whom he brings to the poſſeſſion of that life, 
as his own gift through Chriſt Jeſas. 

Ina word; of ſuch importance is repentance towards God that he is 
intereſted in the promiſes and grace of the goſpel who is the ſubjeR of it; 
his offences are freely and fully forgiven ; he has a right to the peculiar 
ordinances and privileges of the church of God on earth; and when the 
Lord has completed his work and will in him below, he ſhall be brought 
to the everlaſting enjoyment of all the felicity of heaven. | 

Brethren, our hearts defire and prayer is, that, as we truſt you do 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance, ſo that you may abound herein 
more and more, That you may walk humbly with God, and peaceably, 
eireumſpectly, and orderly among men. That you may adorn the 
doctrine of your divine Redeemer in all things. That the goſpel of re- 
pentance preached among you, may be attended with more abundant 
ſucceſs, in the turning of many to righteouſneſs. That in all your con- 
nections, the work of the Lord may be revived in the midſt of the years; 
and that at length, after the labours and afflictions of the preſent ſlate 
are come to an end, you may enter into the promiled reſt, tegether with, 


Your unworthy, 


But affeAionate brethren in Chriſt, 
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June 11th, Brother Aſhworth opened the ſervice by prayer, and Ha- 
ther Sharp preached from 2 Corinth. iv. 17. 

Met again in the evening at Sjz.—Brother Lit:lewood being chokn 

oderator, begun with prayer. The letters from the ſever; 
churches were read. The circular letter being then read by 
Brother Hirſt, was approved, and ordered to be printed. 

June 12th, Brother Hindle prayed. Brother Langdon preached from 
Matth. xxviii. 20. and Brother Sutcliffe of Olney, from 2 Tim, 
1. 8. and concluded the public ſervice with prayer and ſinging. 

N. B. The following reſolutions were agreed to before we parted ; 
That when the annual meeting is requeſted to be held for the 
year enſuing, at a place which may be thought inconvenient, on 
account of its diſtance, the propriety or impropriety of it may be 
determined by a majority of the drethren preſent when ſuch re- 
queſt is made. 

That the nex: aſſociation be held at Bacup, on the Wedneſday and 
Thurſday in Whjtſun- week, and that the following miniſters be te- 
queſted tg preach. viz. Brother Pilling, Brother Littlewood, and 
Brother Hartley ; and in caſe of failure, Brother Hyde, Brother 
Sharp, and Brother Favvcett, 

Put up at the George-and-Dragon. 

That the circular letter be drawn up by Brother Stutterd, on The ny 
likely means for the revival and promotion of vital and practica 
religion in our churches and congregations. 

N. B. In the courſe of this year it appears, that in the aſſociated 
churches, twenty members have been removed by death, fifteen 
diſmiſſed, fourteen excluded, four reſtored, ſixteen received by 
letters of admiſſion, and thirty-ſix added on a profeſſion of faith, 
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VE have waited with long and earneſt expectation for intelligence from 


India, reſpecting the miſſion in which our two Brethren, Thomas and Carey 
are engaged. Brother Facucett has juſt received ſeveral letters from them, 
and we gladly embrace this opportunity of communicating the ſubſtance of them 
to our friends, and to all thoſe into whoſe hands theſe papers may come, who are 
deſirous of promoting the great work of propagating the goſpel among the 
Heathens, hoping that their zeal will hereby be excited, flill farther to hel} 
forwards the deſign, by their prayers, and their generous contributions. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Thomas. 
Atlantic Ocean, June 18, 1793, North Lat. 44 Deg. Weſt Lon. 8 Deg. 


E are embarked in a Daniſh ſhip bound for Bengal ; the-Captain 
is an Engliſhman, named Chriſtmas, a very polite, well-bred 


man, who has far exceeded all our expectations. We are moſt com- 


and much beloved friend, &c, 


ſortably accommodated, and are come a long way in a ſhort time, with 
a fair wind. Our hearts are filled with joy, and our tongues with one 
accord, make uniſon with that of the Pſalmiſt, Bleſs the Lord, O my 
{oul, and all that is within me bleſs his holy name ! 

Mr. Carey, and all the reſt of our company, excepting the babe but 
a few weeks old, have been ſea-fick, butare now well. I hope to write 
you a very long letter from the Cape, Adieu, my much reſpected, 


J. THOMAS. 


- 


E 1 22 
eiter from Capt. Chriſtmas contains the following hints of Intelligence. 
„ Landed Mr. Thomas, Mr. Carey, and all Mr. Carey's family at 

Calcutta, in perfect good health. The child who was only three 
ces old when I took him on board at Dover, was, when he reached 
India, the fineſt boy I ever ſaw. 

I underſtood Mr Thomas intended to ſettle at Calcutta, and Mr Carey 
in the country at a very ſmall diſtance from the city. | Mrs. Thomas, and 
thoſe who accompanied her in the Oxford Eaſt Indiaman, were ſafely 
arrived at Calcutta. 

Mr. Carey ſtudied the Bengal language during the voyage, and ap- 
peared to make a proficiency init. In regard to their funds, I imagine 
they were well ſupplied. Had it been otherwiſe, they knew, that by 
applying to me, they might have been furniſhed with any ſum they 
houſd be in need of; and as no ſuch application was made, I conclude 
they had ſufficient. J am, yours, Ge, 


(.openhagen, July 12, 1794. J. CHRISTMAS.” 


The following is an extract of a letter from Mr. Carey. 
Maniet-tullo, Fan. 5, 1794. 
Dax BROTHER FawcerrT, 
Rejoice in having the opportunity to inform you of our ſafe arrival in 
this country, where we landed on the 7th of November laſt, after a 
paſſage of near five months. Our voyage excepting for a few days was 
very pleaſant, We had every comfort that our ſituation would afford. 

Since our landing, we have been in ſo unſettled a ſtate, and ſo much 
employed in ſeeking out a proper place for our reſidence, that I have 
not been able to make thoſe obſervations on the country or the people, 
which are neceſſary to inform or entertain a correſpondent, Thus 
much, however, I have ſeen, viz. that nearly two thirds of the country 
are uncultivated, through the oppreſſion of the Zemindars, and the re- 
ſtrictive policy of the company. 

The People are very numerous. I do not think I over- rate them 
when I ſay, that the inhabitants of Hindoſtan amount to above one 
hundred millions. 

Both Moors and Hindoos are very induſtrious, and in many branches 
of manufacture, excellent workmen. The eultivated part of the country 
bears a great reſemblance to ſome of our Engliſh counties. 

The people are univerſally very attentive to the goſpel, and hear with 
that ſeriouſneſs which you will ſeldom ſec in an Engliſh: auditory, We 
have had many opportunities of diſcourſing with them, and J have never 
yet ſeen them depart without giving evidence of very conſiderable im- 
preſſions being made on their minds. They have ſeemed to be con- 
vinced of the many eontradictions which abound in their own religious 
writings. They have conſtantly deſired us to viſit them again; and when 
we have told them, that we came from England on purpoſe to inſtru 
them, they have gjaen every demonſtration of joy. 

Moſt of the 42 ſay, that they do not yet know the way of liſe, 
but that they attend their own religious ceremonies in order that they may 
find it, and when they have found it, they will leave off thoſe prattices. 

hen we inform them of the way of ſalvation, and tell them of the 


death of Chriſt for ſinners, they are ſurprized with the fitneſs of the di- 
vacremedy, Bu t 
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But there are diſſiculties in our way. Their attachment to their Caf 
and the great inconveniences which they muſt ſu{fer if they ſhould loſe 
it, are more formidable obſtacles to us than you can ſuppoſe. Vet this 
is our encouragement, the power of God is ſufficient to accompliſſ every 
thing which he has promiſed, and his promiſes are exceedingly great and 
precious reſpecting the converſion of the Heathens. 

The Moors, who are Mahometans, are more rigid and fierce than the 
Hindoos; but a congregation of an hundred or more may be collected 
almoſt any where, who will hear one part of the Koran compared and 
{et at variance with another, without the reſentment which might be 
expected in ſuch a caſe. They all believe the imputation of Adam; 
guilt to his poſterity, and maintain that every man is what God makes 
him to be. 

The Hindoos acknowledge but one Supreme Being; but they make 
offerings to a variety of imaginary ſubordinate beings, or rather to crei- 
tures; as the images of good men, animals, plants, &c. With theſe 
offerings they believe that God is highly pleaſed. But the minutiæ of 
their worſhip are ſo various, that ſcarcely any even of themſelves can 
give a tolerable account of them. 

To the honour of the government | may obſerve, that the black peo. 
pie here, are as free as the natives of England, and the courts of law 
favour them much more than the Europeans, 

Their national character is that of avarice, to this we may add a ſtrong 
propenſity tolying. The firlt of theſe icems to be the effect of the op- 
preſſive dealing which they have experienced under former governors, 
But the whole police has aNumed a very different aſpect under the go- 
verninent of Lord Cornwaltis, and eſpecially in favour of the natives, 

I have no doubt of your prayers for our ſucceis. Give my love to 
your ſon, to dear Mr, Crabtree, and to all the miniſters and private 
chriſtians in your connection; eſpecially believe me to be 

Your's affectionately in Chriſt Feſus, W. CAREY.” 

From other letters juſt received from both our dear brethren, engaged 
in this noble cauſe, we learn, that Capt. Chriſtmas has promiſed to make 
intereſt for them with the Daniſh Governor, who reſides but about 16 
miles from Calcutta, where they now are. This may be looked upon 
as a matter of great importance. . 

After having eſcaped one moſt imminent danger, in which they wer 
on the point of giving up all for loſt, they arrived in the Bay of Bengal, 
and were ſafely landed in November laſt, as mentioned above. c 

During their voyage, they had tranflated the book of Geneſis into 
Bengalic. Mr. Carey is got very far forward in that language, and Mr, 
Thomas in the danſcrit, which is the learned language of Hindoſlan, in 
which are written all their ſacred books. The voyage and its dangers 
do not appcar to have at all damped their ſpirits, but rather to have pro- 
duced a contrary effect. 

Thus writes Mr. Thomas, while they were toſſing about in the Bay 
of Bengal, almoſt in ſight of the place of deſtination ; © We have been 
burthened with many ſorrows, but at preſent I rejoice. I rejoice becauſe 
God is with us, the throne of grace is open, and the precious word ef 
life is unſealed to us! I rejoice to be ſo near my family, and ſo near ® 
flock of ſtarving ſheep; I long to run and roll away the ſtone from the 
well's mouth that they may drink !” While 
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While they were toſſed about in the Bay, Mr. Carey writes thus, 
| „% Many private ſeaſons I have enjoyed on board, of great pleaſure, and 
have a growing ſatisſaction in the undertaking, and an earneſt defire 

tor ſucceſs. Vet, at times, I feel ſo much barrenneſs, and fo little of 
that lively continual ſenſe of divine things upon my mind, that I almoſt 
deſpair of being rendered uſeful. But in general, I feel a pleaſure in 
the thought, that Chriſt has promiſed to be with his miniſters to the end 
of the world, and that as our day is, fo ſhall our ſtrength be. I have 
often felt much ſatisfaction in recollecting the times of public worſhip 
in the churches in England, and in reflecting, that now perhaps hun- 
dreds, if not thouſands are praying for us. 

You will eaſily believe that my friends have not been forgotten by 
me on theſe occaſions. Your ten o'clock in the morning will be four in 
the afternoon with us. For ] judge there are fix hours difference of time 
between us and vou. 

Mr. Thomas has been indefatigable in tranſlating the book of Geneſis, 
which he has now accompliſhed. In ſhort, we are now expecting to 
zoin Ram Baſhoo, and Parbotee in a few davs.” 

On their arrival, they met with Ram Ram Baſhoo, but to their great 
grief they found, that he had been ſhaken in his mind, and had been 
prevailed on to bow down to idols again! They, however, think and 
hope well concerning him. Mr. Carey gives this account of his temp- 
tations and his fall, as related by himſelf. 

was forſaken by European chriſtians, and diſcarded by the Hin- 
% co0s; I was very ill of a flux, I had nothing to ſupport myle:t or my 
family, and every one ſaid, Mr. Thomas would never return. I 
knew that Roman Catholics worſhip idols. I thought I had ſeen but 
* a ſmall part of the bible, and perhaps the worſhip of images might be 

* commanded in ſome parts of it which I had not ſeen. I heſitated, 
and at laſt complied; but it was for a piece of bread, and I ſtill love 
chriſtianity much the beſt.“ 

Mr. Carey ſpeaks afterwards of having engaged this perſon to teach 
him the language, and obſerves, that he was much pleaſed with his 
converſation. Parbotee and Mohem Chund readily united with the 
miſtonaries, and it is hoped will ſtrengthen their hands. 

Only three days paſſed after our brethren had reached the place of 
deſtination, ere they begun to work, Their firſt entrance on it is thus 
deſcribed by Mr. Carey. 

On the tenth of November, Mr. Thomas and I began our labours. 
We came in a boat from the ſhip, and at {lack water, we lay to, at 4 
Bazar or market, where Mr. Thomas preachcd to the people. They 
left their merchandiſe immediately, and liſtened for three hours, with 
great attention. One of them prepared us a dinner, which we ate. 
For diſhes and plates we had plantain leaves, and inſtead of knives and 
forks we made uſe of our fingers. When we left them, they defired us 
come again.” 

In a letter, dateè December 16, Mr Carey ſays, We have frequent 
Opportunities of addreſſing the Hindoos, and their attention 15 aſtoniſn. 
mg. Laſt Lord's day, Mr. Thomas preached to near two hundred of 
em at Saa-Gunge, a village near us. They likened with great eager- 
cd, and ſeveral followed us, to make further inquiries about the "my 
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to heaven, and how they ſhould do to walk therein. Every Mace 
; | a 10 a 
ſents a pleaſing proſpect to us of ſucceſs. And what contributes 9 
felicity is, that we are of one heart and one ſoul. be 

We day by day remember you, and the proſperity of the ſociety me 
near our hearts. I hope it will go on and increaſe, that multi oft 
heathens may hear the glorious words of everlaſting life. Africa hull 
a little way from England, Madagaſcar but a little farther, © South; 
America, and all the numerous and large iſlands in the Indian ad 
Chineſe ſeas, I hope will not be paſſed over. A large field opens '& 
every ſide, and millions of poor heathens, pertſhing for Tack of know 
ledge, are, as it were, pleading for compaſhon and aſſiſtance. 
their miſerics plead, as ſoon as they are known, with every heart ths 
loves God, and with all the churches of the Redeemer. O thatmany 
labourers may be thruſt into the Harvelt, and that the Gentiles may come 
to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jeſus !” 

It is obſervable that our brethren, in the letters they have written ui 
known to each other, ſpeak very highly ot one another. At their out-ſet; 
when they were ſea ſiek, Mr. Thomas ſpeaks very affectionately of My; 
Carev, as leaning over the ſide of the ſhip, and expreſſing what 
dy he felt in contempiatingthe goodneſs of God. Mr. Carey on the 
other hand, in one of his letters, {peaks of Mr. Fhomas as a holy man; 
and obſerves, that the more he knows him, the better he loves him: 
And he adds, We live in the greateit love.” This is of great conſt. 
quence to the deſign in which they are engaged. 

Their expences are more than they expected. Mr. Carey has to pays 
Munſhce or interpreter, as has been hinted above, for teaching him the 
Janguage, in which the more perfect and ready he is, the better. My. 
Thomas has to pay a Panderl for teaching him the Sanſcrit. This 
abſolutely neceflary for tranſlating the feriptures, on which the hearts of 
our brethren are much ſet; for they would wifh that the poor Himdoog, 
like the Bereans, might ſearch the {ſcriptures for themſelves, whether the 
things they teach them be ſo or not. 9) WM * 

They requeſt that a polyęlyt bible may de to them, which will 
eoſt eight or ten guineas, and other books to aſſiſt them. When th 
have tranſlated enough of the bible to think of printing, we mut zieh 
have it printed in London, or otherwite fend them types; and 
ty pes will coſt three or4cur hundred pounds ſterling, — 

Thus, dear brethren, we haye laid before you the intelligence 
have received, and doubt not but you will think it highly inter 
and important, May we all conſtantly unite in fervent prayer for the 
ſucceſs of the great work which is thus fo happily begun! It is hap 
thoſe who engaged to be annual ſubſcribers, will be ſo kind as 9 
ſome ſcaſonable opportunity of ſending in their {abſcriptions, to 
Fawcett, of Brearley Hall, in Midgley near Halifax, who is authorized 
receive them, ami who keeps an exact account of receipts and diſburtes 
ments, as ſegretary to the aihſtant ſociety in this diſtrict, for the prope 
gation of the goipel among the Heathens. And that ehriſtians of every de- 
nomination may be excited tolend a helping hand to this great and lau 
ble deſign, is mucn to be deſired. In fo doing, ſurely they ſhall 
loſe their reward. Brother Fawcett has already been enabled, by 
liberal ſubieriptions be has received ſince the commencement of this 
ciety, to tranſmit to the original treaiurer, the ſum of 200l. 
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